
Stewarding a Living 
Landscape
Indian Creek Climbing 
Conservation Initiative - Phase 4

Supercrack & Battle of the Bulge



Who is Access Fund

Mission
Access Fund is the national advocacy organization that leads and 
inspires the climbing community toward sustainable access and 
conservation of the climbing environment.

Our Causes:
ǒ Protect & Conserve Land
ǒ Promote Sustainable Access
ǒ Build a Community of Inspired Advocates



Protecting Cultural Resources Through Recreation 
Management in Indian Creek, Bears Ears National Monument
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ǒ Construct and maintain climbing 
access infrastructure.

ǒ Provide grants for bathrooms, 
campgrounds, kiosks & studies..

ǒ Promote Leave No Trace & Visit 
With Respect Principles

ǒ Monitor visitor use patterns & 
impacts.

ǒ Advocate for National Monument 
protection & co -management.

ǒ Collaborate with land managers 
for resource protection & 
sustainable access.



INDIAN-CREEK-GATHERING_FINECUT_06_SOCIAL_2_Subs.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1_1N78fZDpcgPsxgz6k_tXCm3eyOW1OEh/view


Understanding the 
Cultural Lanscape









Learning Through Stewardship



IDENTIFYING THE CHALLENGE

ǒ Existing conditions
ƺ Braided, steep & eroding social trails
ƺ Expanding climber staging areas
ƺ Continued route development & aging hardware
ƺ Soil, vegetation, and biocrust loss

ƺ Informal climbing route and social trail development in a cultural landscape

Without intervention, use patterns would increase the likelihood of resource 
degradation and impacts to cultural values within the landscape.
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Fostering a New Generation of Stewards
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Looking beyond the boundaries
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Phase I: 2020-2022

Phase II: 2023-2024

Previous work completed

Phase III: 2024-2025

Phase IV: 2025-2027



Partnership -based planning

Partners:

The Nature Conservancy - Land Owner / 
Manager

Bears Ears Inter -Tribal Coalition - Co-Manager of BENM

Bears Ears Partnership - Visit With 
Respect & Youth Corps

Friends of Indian Creek - Local 
Climbing Organization

Salt Lake Climbers Alliance - Fixed Anchor 
Technicians

Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation - Project Funder

Utah SHPO -
Consultation for private lands

BLM Monticello Field Office - Adjacent Land 
Manager



Project development considerations

ǒ Existing conditions & visitor use patterns
ǒ Bears Ears National Monument Resource Management Plan
ǒ Arch. survey recommendations
ǒ Tribal perspectives on landscape stewardship
ǒ Recreation management needs
ǒ Archeological Survey Findings

ƺ 8 NRHP-eligible archeological sites
ƺ Sites located near travel corridors & climbing routes
ƺ Vulnerability for continued impacts related to recreation



Preservation actions on the ground.


