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Friday, June 12th, 2026 – Ogden High School, Ogden, Utah

Preservation Engaged Conference

HISTORIC DISTRICTS: 
NATIONAL VS. LOCAL AND 
STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS
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SALT LAKE CITY HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM
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SLC PRESERVATION PHILOSOPHY

2011 – City Council adopted 
Preservation Philosophy

Consistent Interpretations
Apply standards reasonably 
Consider feasibility
Allow for compatible change
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SLC COMMUNITY PRESERVATION PLAN
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WHAT, WHY, AND HOW

WHAT is a Local Historic District?
WHY Preserve?
HOW Local Designation Affects 
Property Owners? 
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NATIONAL VS. LOCAL REGISTER
NATIONAL
-Designated by National Park Service and SHPO

-No protection to properties unless federal funding is involved

(Section 106)

-No restrictions on owners

-State and Federal Tax Credits Available for Rehabilitation

LOCAL
- Designated by City Council (with HLC and PC Recommendation)

-Regulatory

-Requires review of alterations, additions, new construction,

demolitions, and relocations

-HLC can approve or deny requests

-Staff has wide decision making authority
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SLC NATIONAL & LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS
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HISTORIC DISTRICTS & SITES 
• 17 Local Historic Districts
• 21 National Historic Districts
• 200+ Individually listed sites 

(166 Local)

What does SLC Regulate? 
Local Landmark Sites and 
historic resources located in 
Local Historic Districts.
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WHY PRESERVE?
-    Preserve history & record of the past
-    Tells our story
- Is sustainable
- Provides for a sense of place
- Revitalizes neighborhoods
- Supports affordable housing
- Supports local businesses
- Employs local craftspeople/skilled 

workers
- Stabilizes/increases property values
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PRESERVING NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER
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WHY REGULATE?
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LOCAL DESIGNATION CRITERIA
1. Significance in local, regional, state or national history, 

architecture, engineering or culture.
2. Historic integrity in terms of location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
3. Eligible to be listed on the National Register.
4. Designation contains notable examples of elements of 

the City’s history, development patterns or 
architecture not found in other local historic districts.

5. The designation is generally consistent with adopted 
planning policies.

6. The designation is in the overall public interest.
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HOW WILL LOCAL HISTORIC DESIGNATION 
AFFECT YOU AS A PROPERTY OWNER? 

-The Character of the Local Historic District will be 
Preserved

- Historic Design Standards (Zoning Ordinance) 

- Design Guidelines (repairs, rehabilitation, additions, 
new construction, demolition)

- Property Values and Neighborhood Stabilization
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STANDARDS & GUIDELINES
Standards:   The rules that apply to 
everyone to help preserve district 
character. Based on nationally accepted 
standards & best practices.  These are 
located in the Salt Lake City Zoning 
Ordinance Chapter 21A.34.020 

Guidelines: Help to determine if 
the standards are being met.

Used by Staff and Decision Makers 
to help interpret the Standards

Used by Property Owners, 
Contractors & Designers in 
planning & design of a project. 

Used by everyone to understand 
architectural and historical 
background & character of a 
district & how to preserve that 
character.
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DESIGN GUIDELINES

CAN CANNOT
- Improve the quality of physical changes
- Protect the value of investments
- Protect existing character
- Increase public awareness & education
- Prevent incompatible new construction

• Regulate growth
• Control non-exterior changes
• Guarantee good design
• Be law
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CAN I MAKE CHANGES TO MY PROPERTY?

YES!
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WHAT REQUIRES APPROVAL?
•Exterior Alterations –
  Major vs. Minor
•New Construction
•Designations
•DemoIitions
•Relocation
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MINOR AND MAJOR ALTERATIONS
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
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DEMOLITION & RELOCATION
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QUESTIONS
AND COMMENTS
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Lex Traughber // Senior Planner
lex.traughber@slc.gov
801-535-6184
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