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Landscapes as Stories

Historic places are more than physical artifacts.
Landscapes tell stories through:

Ecology
Human use
Memory
Time

Landscapes are stories written across land.
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Stilwell Fields HALS & Section 106;
Salt Lake City, UT






Historic Landscapes 3z
Exist in Four Dimensions &=

The four dimensions of historic landscapes:

Space

Time

Ecology

Human Experience

Key Idea:

Historic landscapes are always changing.










National Trends & Precedents

Examples:

e High Line
e Brooklyn Bridge Park
e Gas Works Park

Shared Themes:

® Reveal rather than erase
e Layer rather than replace
e Adapt rather than abandon
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National Trends & Precedents

Examples:

e High Line
e Brooklyn Bridge Park
e Gas Works Park
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e Reveal rather than erase
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Documentation as
Design
Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS)

Documentation Included:

Sheep loading ramps
Watering troughs
Fencing systems
Historic paving
Spatial organization

Key Idea:

Documentation is not just archival—it is a design tool.

Documentation from the HALS Process




What Was Worth Saving?

Preserved:

Loading ramp promenade
Historic stamped concrete
Spatial organization

Circulation patterns
Not Preserved:

e Extensive pen systems
e Deteriorated infrastructure

Key Idea: . e

Preserve the elements that continue to tell the story.




Preserving the
Promenade

Historic sheep loading ramps remain intact.
Integrated with:

e Regional trail system
e Mountain bike park
e Public open space

Key Idea:

The ramps no longer load sheep, but they still tell the story
of loading sheep.
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Key Lessons from the Stockyards

Documentation informs design
Preserve systems, not just objects
Interpretation creates meaning

New uses can reinforce historic narratives

The goal was never to create a museum.
The goal was to keep the landscape legible.
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Adaptive Reuse is
Part of the Site's History

Historic reuse included:

Cobble paving
Concrete slabs

Asphalt

Tile fragments
Relocated mining cabins

Key Idea:

Adaptive reuse is itself a character-defining feature.




What Makes Allen Park Special?

Physical Features:

Cabins
Stonework
Creek
Artwork

Experiential Features:

e Discovery
e Wonder

e Creativity
([

Ecological immersion

Key Question:
How do you preserve magic?




Writing the

Future Vision:

e Community green space

e Artist studios

e Naturalists

e FEcological restoration
Approach:

e Stabilize
® Restore
e Adapt

Next Chapter

Phase 1
Concept Design

Bridge &
: Stabilize TS ulvert
Public Stream Stream's | Upgrade
Access to Function

Gazebo i

I Parking

Enhance
llen Park

Replant Ornamental
Beds in front of Allen

Lodge
(Adjust LOW accordingly)

Allen Park 40% Concept Design; Credit to Sasaki






Adaptive Reuse Through
Spatial Continuity

Preserve:
e Cabin locations
e Path networks
e Gathering spaces
e Historic relationships

Key Idea:

Preservation is not only about buildings—it is about :
patterns of occupation. Allen Park 40% Conce_pt Des:gn;_
Credit to Sasaki




Planting Design as

Storytelling

Landscape Gradient:

Allen House

l
Cottage Gardens

!

Transitional Landscapes

!

Ecological Restoration

Key Idea:
The planting design tells the story of the site's
with nature.

relationship

CONCEPT NARRATIVE

In areas where a preservation approach is desired, such as
the Main Allen House frontage, use traditional foundation
plantings and lawn panels. Planting beds should feature a mix
of woody shrubs and classic, heritage perennials.

emphasie drclaion
pathways

mived border perennils

CONCEPT NARRATIVE

An adaptive re-use planting design approach around the
historic cabins. This concept creates a diverse mixed border
by combining traditional & native perennials with ornamental
&native grasses. Strategically placed woody shrubs are
placed to create a wild/cottage garden appearance.

FepRUARY

HISTORIC ORNAMEN

FesRUARY







Landscape of Continuous Reinvention

Chapters in Allen Park:

Riparian Landscape

Allen Family Homestead
Hobbitville

Period of Decline

Community Cultural Landscape

CEE

Key ldea:
The goal is not to privilege one chapter—it is to continue the story.







Preservation Through Continuity

QOgden Union Stockyards: Commerce continues.

Allen Park: Creativity continues.

Key Idea:

e Historic landscapes survive not because they resist change,
but because they adapt while retaining their identity.



Final Thoughts

Preservation is not about stopping change.
It is about guiding change.
Adaptive reuse allows historic landscapes to remain:

e Relevant
e Legible
e Meaningful

The question is not whether historic landscapes will change. The question
is whether the next chapter will deepen the story—or erase it.
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